

^UPPOSE a public-opinion pollster were 

V to knock on your doc* and start quiz- 

v \ zi n 8 you about extremism: “How dan- 
gerous, in your opinion* is it?” 

You might be tempted to toss back a ques¬ 
tion at him. “First explain,” you might say. 
“what you mean by extremism; then HI tell 
you what I think.” 

The word is new to most of us; it has en¬ 
tered into general currency only lately. And 
like other odd words we find ourselves using 
to express the temper of the day, it has 
undertones of meaning that aren’t defined in 
the dictionary. Listening tells us more than 
looking it up. 

Listening to extremism means puttie^ an 
ear to the ground, a form of exercise that has 
always been essential to our fitness as citi¬ 
zens. It has enabled us, especially in recent 
. years, to swiftly detect the rumblings of Com¬ 
munist disturbance. 

But thunder can he heard today not only 
on the left Outbursts of fury, terrorism and 
group hatred come from another direction as 
well-from the Ku Klux Ktan. the John Birch 
Society and other fanatical elements of the 
far right 

Experienced as we have become in coping 
with subversive agitation on the left we 
should be quick to recognize its stirrings on 
the right In fact, the tactics of the two ex¬ 
tremes are frequently the same. 

But there is one important difference. In 
contrast to the Communists, who openly op¬ 
pose us, the extremists of the right pose as 
patriots. America, they cry, must be snatched 
from the grip of conspiracy; agents and dupes 
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of communism, entrenched in seats of power 
from the White House to the lowliest one- 
room school, are plotting to destroy the 
nation. 

Under the banner of breaking a conspiracy, 
the extremists of the right have licensed 
themselves to break the law. They intimidate 
by slander, terrorize by rumor, disturb the 
peace and incite to violence. 

This extremist wolf in anti-Communist 
clothing presents a problem. How can patri¬ 
otic Americans, sincerely concerned about 
communism, guard against being duped? 

The answer, as the National Commander of 
the American Legion recently pointed out, 
lies in our wariness of individuals “who would 
save America by forsaking its free institu¬ 
tions." For, in Commander Daniel F. Foley's 
words, “The citizen who defies the law or 
falsely demeans the motives and authority of 
governmental institutions is helping Khru¬ 
shchev’s cause - not America's. The citizen 
who seeks recourse to hatred or violence as 
the answer to the nation's problems is turn¬ 
ing away from an acceptable and workable 
American solution." 

Never have our problems called more im¬ 
peratively for solutions. Anxieties provoked 
by the revolutions of our day-in science and 
technology, in race relations and civil rights, 
in national and international policy through¬ 
out the world-have emboldened the extrem¬ 
ists to step up their efforts to fracture our 
faith in one another and in our national 
leaders, to divide us into hostile racial, re¬ 
ligious and ethnic camps, to stifle free debate 
and obscure legitimate issues in clouds of 
calumny. 

These divisive thrusts must be repelled. 
Which means all of us must do a job of 
person-to-person education - the kind that 
takes place when one friend says to another, 
“What’s extremism?" 


What it’s not is more to the point. For ex¬ 
tremism is “anti." Its positions are against, 
not for. Its direction turns backward, not 
ahead. Its platform is compounded of de¬ 
nunciation and defeatism. 

Yet its negative views on whatever issue, 
be it foreign aid or fluoridation, are of rela¬ 
tively small moment. The real danger lies in 
its negative actions. By what it does, not 
what it says, extremism betrays its true 
designs. 

Here are some questions and answers 
about extremism in action. 


[] I] WHAT ARE THE TACTICS 
*U OF EXTREMIST groups? 

/;/! The hallmarks of extremism in action 
fj\\ are two Ts" — intimidation and 
rf-T incitement to violence. 
u ^ In 1960, the John Birch Society 
leader, Robert Welch, flatly proclaimed, “To 
be civilized is unquestionably to be defeated." 
This cue did not fall on deaf ears. 

Birchers are nowhere specifically told to 
attack the Chief Justice of the United States 
and demand he be lynched, to spit upon the 
United States Ambassador to the United Na¬ 
tions, to harass the president of the Cali¬ 
fornia Board of Education with midnight tele¬ 
phone threats because he insisted on fair 
hearings for teachers accused of misconduct, 
or to invade a public library and surrepti¬ 
tiously remove dozens of “objectionable" 
books. Yet such have been the outrages com¬ 
mitted by individual Birchers and by organiza¬ 
tions with Birchers in their ranks. 

Similarly, Ray Owens of Jackson, Missis¬ 
sippi, local chairman of Americans for the 
Preservation of the White Race, said in a 
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recent interview: "We don't tell our members 
to do anything.... Say we find a Negro is 
agitating. The first thing we do is tell his 
employer. Usually that takes care of it, and 
the Negro’s fired. But if the situation isn’t 
cleared up, we just pass the word. The 90 per 
cent who feel as we do don’t have to be told; 
they just stop trading at the place where the 
Negro works.” 

Other Mississippians who "don’t have to 
be told" are believed to be responsible for 
much of the terrorist activity in that state. 

Almost all extremists use rumormongering 
as a means of provocation. A sensational 
demonstration of this technique was staged 
in 1963, when a U.S. Army training operation 
— called Operation Water Moccasin —was 
being conducted in Georgia. The extremists 
ballooned this national-defense maneuver 
into a sinister United Nations plot to occupy 
Georgia and eventually the whole United 
States. The panic provoked by planted rumors 
reached such a pitch that Congressmen were 
deluged with mail protesting the arrival in 
Georgia of “15,000 naked African savages 
with big rings in their noses." 


II ARE EXTREMISTS AND 
14 CONSERVATIVES ALIKE? 

M They’re as unlike as discarding and 
[pi preserving. 

Conservatives, by nature, want to 
f “ conserve what is good and time-tested 
in American life. They believe in moderation 
and self-control. They believe in fair play, a 
code of honor and a sense of fellowship 
among Americans. 

Extremists want to throw our standards 
into the scrap heap. 


Among the devices some extremists use is 
a series of recorded telephone harangues 
called "Let Freedom Ring." Listeners are in¬ 
formed that former President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and Chief Justice Earl Warren are 
Communist stooges and traitors. 

One of the extremist papers is called The 
Independent American. It features headlines 
like these (May 26,1964): "Rockefeller’s Plan 
to Subvert the Constitution.” "How Soft on 
Communism Is Richard Nixon?” 

Extremists hate with special intensity the 
very types of people whom conservatives es¬ 
pecially respect. 

Yet the extremists try to rope in the con¬ 
servatives. The John Birch Society leader, 
Robert Welch, instructs his followers: "Keep 
looking on the leaders of the local or regional 
patriotic and conservative organizations 
which have memberships of our required 
quality, to come into the Society and bring 
the best of their members with them.” 

Just as the Communists have always tried 
to bore from within trade unions, civic and 
cultural groups, and government agencies, 
the extremists infiltrate conservative busi¬ 
ness and even religious groups. And just as 
the liberals refused to be smeared with the 
enemy s brush, so must the conservatives 
now do the same. As the Wall Street Journal 
puts it (August 17, 1964): 

Within the memory of most of us, ex¬ 
tremism on the left was the more prevalent 
problem.... After a decade or so of hesita¬ 
tion, American liberals met this challenge 
creditably well. They have fairly well isolated 
Communists and such from the labor move¬ 
ment and the liberal intellectual movement. 
This certainly has helped diminish domestic 
communism. 

Intellectually and temperamentally, Amer¬ 
ican conservatives should be even more 
fitted to cleanse their own ranks of those 
who endorse extremist methods. 
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[f)j ARE THE EXTREMISTS 
Vkii REALLY AGAINST COMMUNISM? 

I f. Instead of fighting communism, 
they’re fighting Americanism, 
wInstead of protecting our American 
a “ processes of thoughtful free discus¬ 
sion and orderly debate, and our system of 
law and justice, they’re inciting hysteria and 
violence. What happens is vividly described 
by the Executive Council of the AFL-CIO: 

Extremism means the night-rider who 
shoots down the man whose ideas he fears. 
Extremism is typified by the howling mob 
which denies to a speaker his right to be 
heard. Extremism means the self-righteous 
citizens who censor textbooks or demand 
the dismissal of teachers because they dis¬ 
agree with them. 

Extremism, in short, is that force which 
seeks to inhibit or deny the free interchange 
of ideas, or which seeks to substitute vio¬ 
lence for the judicial and legislative process. 

Extremism lives by the alien and totali¬ 
tarian doctrine that the end justifies the 
means. Its anti-Communist crusade is a vi¬ 
cious hoax. 



/■.* Its size is hard to estimate because 
:jl groups mushroom in response to hot 
• JA issues and then wither, but we do 
J know that currently there are several 
hundred local groups and about 20 with na¬ 
tional programs. 

Some groups form in indignation at foreign 
fliers being trained by the U.S. Air Force; or 
when their collective vigilance detects Polish 
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ham or Czech crockery or Bulgarian Christ¬ 
mas tree ornaments being imported (as part 
of U.S. policy to spur Communist-controlled 
countries toward independence). 

Some groups are poorly disguised fronts. 
Indeed the Blue Book, primer of the John 
Birch Society, openly instructs members to 
“organize fronts. Little fronts, big fronts, 
temporary fronts, permanent fronts, all kinds 
of fronts." 

Some groups belong to the old lunatic 
fringe of anti-Semitic agitators. Others come 
from the newer lineup of incendiary racists. 

Most notorious of ail is the John Birch 
Society. 


0 ) WHAT IS THE 

s JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY? 

p It was founded in 1958 by Robert 
8\\ Welch, formerly in the candy busi- 
iKf* ness - 0 s members are respectable- 
J * u looking; they come mostly from the 
middle and upper-middle income group. Some 
have joined out of ignorance, deluded by 
predatory appeals to patriotism. But many 
hold key positions in other extremist organi¬ 
zations. 

The number of Birchers, while kept secret, 
is probably between 20,000 and 40,000. There 
are units in all 50 states. Annual dues are 
$24 for men, $12 for women. Gross income 
reported for 1963 was just over $1 million. 
A far larger budget is foreseen for 1964. 

Top leadership nominally consists of Welch 
and a committee of four, drawn from the 
Birch National Council, plus a “Committee of 
Endorsers." Actually, Welch is in charge. 

From the start, Welch called his Society 
strictly non-political; but by December 1962, 
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after the California Congressional elections, 
he was able to report that “the strength 
shown by Birch-supported candidates. was 
an eye opener.” In the 1964 Republican pri- 
manes in California, at least nine Birchers 
ran for Federal or state offices, and seven - 
won nomination. Charles Bartlett in his syn¬ 
dicated column of July 7, 1964, concluded 
that Goldwater has plainly derived substan¬ 
tial support, financial and political, from 
Birch sources.” 

Prime target of the Birchers' fury is Chief 
Justice Warren, symbol of our “pro-Commu- 
mst Supreme Court” In 1963, the Justice and 
his wife were molested in New York by a band 
who said they represented a “Movement to 
Impeach Earl Warren,” naming one of the 
Birch “reading rooms” as their address. A 
single Birch chapter in Texarkana, Tex^ re¬ 
ported it was distributing 10,000 “impeach 
Earl Warren" handbills, plus buying 100 radio 
spots, newspaper ads and an illuminated bill¬ 
board on the main street 
Also high on the Birch hate-agenda are the 
U.S. foreign-aid program (“dreamed up by 
Stajin, planted in this country by Earl Brow¬ 
der”) and the United Nations (“Get the U S. 
out of the UN and the UN out of the U.S/1 
Letter-writing campaigns have been launched 
against public-spirited concerns that showed 
approval of UN aims, such as United Airlines, 

U.S. Rubber Company and Xerox Corporation. ► 
The keynote of Birch thinking, like that of 
toe Communists, is distrust of democracy. In 
the July 1964 Bulletin. Welsh boasted of 
awakening vast numbers of Americans - - - 
to the dangers of a democracy, to the fact 
that our Founding Fathers themselves 
feared a democracy as the worst of ait forms 
of government, and to what our Supreme 
Court was doing to convert our constitutional 
repubhc into a democracy as a he/p to the 
Communists. 


WHAT ARE OTHER 
<< EXTREMIST GROUPS DOING? 

While most of them turn their fire on 
V dozens of targets, ranging from the 
.•>— UN to the union shop, some concen- 
^ ^ trate on a particular “Communist 
menace.” Thus, a group called Circuit Riders, 
InL, spends most of its time attacking the 
“Communist-dominated” Methodist Church. 
Another, called the National Committee for 
Economic Freedom, fights for a Constitutional 
amendment to abolish the “Marxist income 
tax.” 

In some communities, groups spring at 
particular local issues-as in Detroit, where 
a “Catholic Layman’s League” and “Protestant 
Layman’s League" suddenly appeared in the 
summer of 1964 to put across a discrimina¬ 
tory homeowners’ ordinance. These groups 
actually represented neither Catholics nor 
Protestants, being led by an active Bircher 
awl another rightist promoter. They sent 
agitators to break up meetings at churches 
where speakers were opposing the discrimi¬ 
natory ordinance. They flooded the city with 
literature labeling ail opponents as Commu¬ 
nist sympathizers. The ordinance was passed 
on September 1. 

In a number of states, racist-extremist 
groups, such as the White Citizens’ Councils, 
are promoting what they call “the Southern 
viewpoint” by cracking down on “trouble¬ 
some" Negroes, denying them work, credit, 
electricity and water. Typical of these ac¬ 
tivities is the warning given to Negroes in 
Indianola, Miss., that they might lose their 
fobs if they consulted a physician who had 
been the first Negro in town to register and 
vote. 
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ARE ALL EXTREMIST GROUPS 
OPENLY RACIST 
OR ANTI-SEMITIC? 


/.i\ No. But virtually all of the groups that 
km are vi0,ent, y se 8 re fiationist or anti- 
Semitic are extremist and spread their 
propaganda throughout the whole ex¬ 
tremist camp. 

More often than not, the anti-Semites up¬ 
braid the rest for not equating Judaism with 
communism and publicly blaming the Jews 
for all evil. 

Besides inciting anti-Negro violence or 
fomenting anti-Semitism (sometimes both at 
the same time), these groups "discover" 
Communist plots in Washington. The National 
States Rights Party, a neo-Nazi group based 
m Birmingham, reviles the late President 
Kennedy as a worker in the "Communist con¬ 
spiracy," and Senator Barry Goldwater as a 
"kosher conservative." It has demanded that 
the Supreme Court justices be executed as 
traitors; that public schools be abolished 
rather than integrated; and that a new United 
Nations be set up "for white people only." 


|| IS THERE A COALITION 
M OF EXTREMIST groups? 

/M ^here ^ ave been no forma l mergers 
mi so [ ar > but the civil-rights revolution, 
jrift as it touches more and more com- 
. munities, appears to be bringing the 
racists and other extremists under one um¬ 
brella. 

This was typified by the response of some 
extremist groups to the Civil Rights Bill of 
1964. Their chief rallying ground was the 
racist Coordinating Committee for Funda- 
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mental American Freedoms, which flooded 
Northern senators with opposition mail, sent 
one million letters to individuals across the 
country and placed full-page ads in over 200 
newspapers. 

A number of far-right groups have courted 
the racists. Thus, Liberty Lobby, which claims 
to represent 253 like-minded organizations, 
has begun to promote literature on the sup¬ 
posed natural inferiority of Negroes. It has 
publicly endorsed some of the more notori¬ 
ous Southern segregationists. The Birch So¬ 
ciety helped promote the campaign of Ala¬ 
bama's die-hard segregationist Governor, 
George C. Wallace, in the Wisconsin and 
Maryland Presidential primaries. 


m J WHY WORRY ABOUT 

THE extremists? 

I'.ii Because they're trying to bludgeon 
$\\ the American people into abandoning 
ij±~\ the twin ground-rules of democracy— 
that problems are solved by free and 
honest debate of legitimate political issues; 
and that the bedrock of integrity and good¬ 
will among Americans, which lies beneath the 
surge and flow of conflicting opinion, must be 
kept inviolate. 

Thus we may debate whether taxes are too 
high or too low,- whether U.S. foreign aid or 
our involvement in the UN should be in¬ 
creased or reduced; whether this or that gov¬ 
ernmental proposal, ranging from mental- 
health clinics to civil-rights legislation, is 
good or bad. But if arguments pro or con are 
shouted down with cries of "treason" or sub¬ 
merged by outpourings of race hatred and 
religious bigotry—then the democratic proc¬ 
ess is subverted and our survival in freedom 
endangered. 
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li y WHAT IS THE BEST 
M ANTIDOTE TO EXTREMISM? 

Like all other plagues that attack our 
; body politic, extremism can be re- 
; .r- J Polled if public opinion is fortified 
u u with information, and the sinews of 
intergroup cooperation are strengthened. 

Here are 10 suggested "Do's"; 

1. Get reliable information. Good sources 
are: 

American Federation of Labor — 

Congress of Industrial Organizations 
815 16th Street, N.W.,Washington, D.C. 20006 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 
Group Research, Inc. 

1404 New York Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20005 

United Nations Association of the U.S.A., Inc. 
(formerly AAUN) 

345 East 46 Street, New York, N.Y. 10017 

2. Organize a local coordinating committee 
to alert the community to breaches of the 
democratic process — attempts to suppress * 
free expression, to intimidate and incite to 
violence. Be sure this committee reflects all i 
responsible elements in your community— » 
conservatives, moderates and liberals; busi- j 
ness and labor leaders; all religious faiths 1 
and ethnic groups. 

3. Distribute material about extremism to 
civic groups and community leaders. 

4. Urge ministers, priests and rabbis to 
use this material in their sermons. 

5. Arrange seminars to develop a pool of ! 

well-informed volunteer speakers for church ! 
groups, schools, fraternal and service organi- ; 
zations, and other civic groups. j 


6. See that editors and broadcasters are 
posted on the character and connections of 
any extremists active in the vicinity. 

7. Ask the librarians, where extremists' 
literature is in evidence, to put literature ex¬ 
posing their viewpoints on the same shelves. 

8. Be sure extremists don’t monopolize the 
Letters to the Editor columns in your local 
newspapers. Organize a letter-writing squad 
to answer their distortions and repudiate 
their tactics. 

9. If an extremist appears on a local broad¬ 
cast, request equal time for rebuttal. The 
Federal Communications Commission has 
adopted this "fairness doctrine": 

If one viewpoint of a controversial issue 
of public importance is presented, the li¬ 
censee is obligated to make a reasonable ef¬ 
fort to present the other opposing viewpoint 
or viewpoints... .It is immaterial whether a 
particular program or viewpoint is presented 
under the label of “Americanism " "Anti- 
Communism" or “States' Rights" or whether 
it is a paid announcement, official speech, 
editorial or religious broadcast. 

10. Warn community leaders against being 
lured into activities with high-sounding names 
like “anti-Communist seminars." Investigate 
such programs carefully. See if they are in¬ 
spired by extremists. 

Beyond all this, your immediate situation 
will undoubtedly suggest other constructive 
ways in which you can help uphold the demo¬ 
cratic processes and practices that keep your 
community and your country strong. 
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